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but by events. In the period when Hitler's legions, suddenly
bereft of their financial resources, reduced in cases to begging in
the streets—when disillusioned and despairing they listened to
revolutionism—there was an amazing fraternization between
Communists and Storm Troopers. The curious story of one
of the Ulm officers who, condemned to a fortress because he
had propagated National Socialism in the Reichswehr, in his
cell studied the wretched propaganda pamphlets that was all
either movement could produce, made the not very original dis-
covery that extremes meet, argued with Hitler and, coming to
the conclusion that he was a tool of "capitalism," joined the Com-
munist party, has been made the subject of a good deal of writing,
but it is not so significant as the fact that for some weeks the gang
warfare was almost entirely stopped; and when one remembers
that of the gangs a good proportion had no political views at all,
but were merely using a uniform the better to conduct banditry,
that alone indicates a very definite action of forcible control; that
on occasion after occasion Red Front Fighters and Storm Troops
ceremonially saluted each other as brothers-in-arms; that even
the fiercest opponents of the Red peril found it convenient to
stop talking about saving Germany from Communism and had to
discuss at least the possibility of saving it from counter-revolution,
and finally that for three days joint Communist and National
Socialist strike action paralysed Berlin,
These were facts which caused the Communists to rejoice offi-
cially but of which they made no use. They could make no use
of the opportunity given them by the complete surrender to them
by their Socialist colleagues of the leadership of the Socialist and
trade union revolutionary elements, by the steady flow of addi-
tional voters to them, by the dwindling possibilities of any popular
resistance to revolutionism. On the narrowest Leninist point of
view, arguing that is from Lenin's practice rather than from his
confused theoretical work, the situation was favourable, and was
rapidly becoming ideal for a revolutionary attempt. For ten years
the Communist leadership had proclaimed itself the natural
leaders of such an attempt. In a land where hesitation was the
outstanding quality of the leadership anywhere, there was no

